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By Eric Kretsch 

Clean Marina Programs Need the Marina Industries’ Support 

As we head in to the busiest and warmest days of the summer months, let us remember the important 
role that marinas have in conserving the environment in which our industry depends. Marinas, 
boatyards and other related business are the cornerstone of recreational boating. They provision, repair 
and maintain, and provide for the boating experience. But, all this economic activity can come at a cost.  

Marinas sit in a powerful position to affect their local environment. They can become stewards 
themselves, by institutionalizing environmentally friendly management practices and training their 
employees about the value of these practices. They can also serve as a nexus through which their 
customers can access information either through passive education, like signs and pamphlets or through 
active means, like classes and vessel inspections.  

This position has been long recognized and is evident by the creation, 10 years ago, of the Clean Marina 
Programs. There are over 1,200 clean marinas throughout the United States present in about 30 states. 
The Clean Marina Program is the result of local Sea Grant Programs and forward thinking industry 
leaders who, foreseeing inevitable regulation, decided to create a voluntary program that goes above 
and beyond current regulation. The program provides incentive to marinas by creating an elite class that 
appeals to consumer preference. It is a way for marinas to control their own regulation.  

Results from the 2017 Operations and Infrastructure Survey 

In April, in coordination with Marina Dock Age Magazine, the Association of Marina Industries (AMI) 
surveyed marinas throughout the United States to explore marina operations, infrastructure and 
training that translate into greener marinas and provide recreational boaters access to infrastructure, 
making it easier to be a cleaner boater. Two hundred thirty-one marinas contributed information 
representing every US region. 

Fifty-three percent of the 231 participants operate a clean marina facility; though estimates of Clean 
Marina participation indicate a lower participation (around 15-20 percent), it’s clear that Clean Marinas 
are engaged in the industry.  

Pumpout facilities are an important fixture for clean boaters. Excessive nutrient loading from vessel 
waste discharge increases the likelihood of environmental degradation, the most notable of which are 
fish kills. Providing convenient, easy to use and inexpensive pumpout service helps ensure boaters can 
‘boat clean.’ Figure 1 depicts pumpout system age at the participating marinas. Roughly 20 percent of 
marinas do not have pumpout facilities on-site, while the majority — 40 percent of marinas — have 
equipment that is less than 5 years old, either original equipment or renovated. No marinas reported 
having equipment older than 20 years.  

http://www.marinadockage.com/
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Figure 1 - Age of reported marina pumpout facilities. Twenty percent report not having facilities on-site. No marina reported 
equipment over the age of 20 years. 

When looking at employee training, we found that 68 percent of marinas provided fuel dock training, 79 
percent provided pumpout equipment training, 87 percent provided oil spill response training, and 76 
percent provided their employees with hazardous spill response training. The frequency of the types of 
training varied from training only at the time of hiring to training twice a year. These breakdowns are 
provided in the full report.  

If you would like more information, you can purchase the full report here. If you participated in the 
survey, contact Eric Kretsch at ekretsch@marinaassociation.org for your free copy.  

Clean Marina Resources from AMI and Others 

AMI will continue to connect the marina industry with the most up-to-date best practices throughout 
the country and AMI highly recommends that marinas become clean marinas, certified by their state 
Clean Marina Program. If you want to be connected to your state’s Clean Marina Program, check out 
AMI’s Clean Marina Program Directory. Also, find here, AMI’s Best Management Practices for Clean 
Marinas. The National Sea Grant Library compiles free resources produced by programs throughout the 
country; these resources can be found here by searching “Clean Marina.” 
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